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August 9, 2015 3 Misri 1730
First Sunday of the month of Mesra
What shall | do?
Parable of the Vinedressers
(Luke 20:9-19)

Commentary of St Cyril of Alexandria (Homily 134):

The Lord of the vineyard considers with himself, saying, "Wat shall |
do?" And we must carefully examine in what sense He says ¢hiDoes
then the householder use these words because he had no more servants?
Certainly not. But just as if a physician were to say of a sicknan, what
shall I do? We should understand him to mean, that every resocte of
medical skill had been tried, but without avail: so we affim that the
lord also of the vineyard, having practised all gentleness and aamith
his farm, but without benefiting it, says, what shall | do? Anl what is
the result?

With great patience and longsuffering, He advances to still geger
purposes; for "I will send, He says, My Son, the beloved oneeFhaps
they will reverence Him." Observe in this, that after the servants the
Son is sent, as one not numbered among the servants, but asuetSon,
and therefore the Lord. For even though He put on the form ofa
servant for our sake, yet even so He was God, and very Son of Gbe t
Father, and possessed of natural dominion. Did they then honoiiim
who was sent as Son and Lord, and as One Who possesses by
inheritance whatsoever belongs to God the Father? By no mearthey
slew Him outside the vineyard, for they say, "Let us kill Hm, that the
inheritance may be ours.”

But how did you imagine this? For are you also son of God theather?
Does the inheritance descend by right of nature to you? Ifop remove
the heir out of the way, how will you become lord of what youavet?
But further, how is not your supposition ridiculous? For the Lord
indeed, as being Son, and Heir by right of His substancef the
authority of God the Father, having become man, called those who
believed in Him to communion and participation of His kingcbm: but
these men wanted to take possession of the kingdom solelgr f
themselves, therefore the blessed David says of them retPsalms, "He
that dwells in the heaven shall laugh at them, and the Lordhsll deride
them."



