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From “Words of Spiritual Benefit”
For H.H. Pope Shenouda Il

Everything for your spirituality

God created everything for your spirituality...Heaven and earth aréomnot
your materialistic benefit. Thegre also for your spiritual benefit, if you are
able to extract thepiritual lessons they offer yotiThe heavens declare the
glory of God and the firmament shows his handiworK' (Ps. 19:1).

The Bible is not only for religious knowledge. It is also yaur spiritual
growth......"The words that | speak to you arespirit and they are life."
(John 6:63). There is a big differente reading the Bible for study and
reading it for a spiritudbenefit.

Service, also, is not just education. Education is mergigans to lead to the
spiritualities. Therefore there isdifference between one type of education
and another.

There is an education that addresses your mindaanther education that
fills your heart. One educatiainirns you into a learned man and the other
turns you into avorshipper...

The education that you undertake is not only for the spirituafitpthers but
also for your own spiritualityYou benefit as much as your listeners benefit.
If you do notbenefit with them, they surely would not benefit from what you
said since the talk would have lost its spiritual effect.

Hymns and chants at church are not just music and tunes.af@eyayers
directed to God. They have their depth and eftectyour heart and your
spirituality... Therefore, there is a difference between the one whaijugs
and the one who chants hymns.

The same applies to all the spiritual meariSven all the incidents you
experience are permitted by God wau can gain a spiritual benefit from
them...

There are those who become nervously, psychologicalyentally affected
by incidents. Others are affectedspiritually by whatever events they
experience; everythinipat happens to them makes them closer to God....
The people that you meet are sent by God. Passing yourtlvegyare for
your own spiritual benefit, if you know how benefit from them.

The righteous present you with an example and a blesghilg, you benefit
endurance, patience and forgivenesofbers from evil.



